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I.  LEGAL BASIS AND PURPOSE 

  

This document serves as the Language Access Plan (“LAP”) for CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL 

COURT to provide services to limited English proficient (“LEP”) individuals in compliance with 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; 45 C.F.R. § 80 et seq; and 28 C.F.R. § 42 et seq. The 

purpose of this plan is to provide a framework for the provision of timely and reasonable 

language assistance to LEP persons who come in contact with the CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL 

COURT.  

  

This LAP is developed to ensure equal access to court services for LEP persons and persons who 

are deaf or hard of hearing. Although deaf and hard of hearing individuals are covered under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) rather than Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, they have 

been included in this plan insofar as they relate to our policy of access to justice and equal 

protection under the law. 

  

II.  NEEDS ASSESSMENT  

 

 

A.  Statewide  
 

The State of Ohio provides court services to a wide range of persons, including people who do 

not speak English and/or who are deaf or hard of hearing. Service providers include the Supreme 

Court of Ohio, the courts of appeals, and trial courts throughout the state. 

  

According to the American Community Survey as released in October 2015 by the U.S. Census 

Bureau, the number of people in Ohio who, at home, speak a language other than English is 

approximately 719,095. Of that number, many individuals are described as “speaking English 

less than very well” as outlined below:  

 

1. Spanish   90,725 

2. German     14,196 

3. Chinese     20,374 

Resource: 
 

The Supreme Court of Ohio will update this LAP template on an annual basis. CLEVELAND 

MUNICIPAL COURT will visit the Language Services webpage to obtain the most current 

version of the template for reference in its annual review pursuant to Section IX. 

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JCS/interpreterSvcs/default.asp


 

 
 

4. French       7,001 

5. Arabic     11,134








































































